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Abstract 
In this research, authors tried to compare statistical data with the results of the sociological research which has been carried 
out by means of qualitative methods, and then to carry out the longitude research concerning installations on education among 
students of the late 90s - early 2000s and to compare to views of modern students. The purpose and problems of research: 
detection of installations of modern youth in relation to formation as to one of major factors of social mobility in the 
Kazakhstan society. Define the demands of modern youth to possession professional the knowledge and skills, influencing 
social positions in society.If one hand changes in form of ownership, differentiation of steps of education are observed, on the 
other hand there is a reconsideration of value of education and understanding of significance and education role in an 
everyday life of the person. In the 90s after break-up of the USSR decrease of number of pupils in system of the higher 
education is observed, and at the end of 90s  the beginning of the 2000s increases the quantity of higher educational 
institutions and growth of student's youth. By the present moment the authors carried out the focus group research 
identification of installations of modern youth on education and its roles in life of the young Kazakhstan citizens. 
Selection and peer review under the responsibility of Prof. Dr. Kobus Maree, University of Pretoria, South Africa. 
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1. Introduction 
The importance and role of education as a factor of social stratification and mobility interested sociologists of 
all episteme. In modern society, with the development of the theory of social stratification researchers have come 
to agree that the education and possession of theoretical knowledge is the dominant figure in "post economic 
society" (Inozemtsev, 2000). Bell, who is the author of the concept of "post-industrial society" defines it as 
follows: "... - a society the economy of which the priority has moved from the pre-emptive commodity 
production to services, research, organization of education and quality of life, in which the class of technical 
specialists has become the main group of professionals and, most importantly, in which innovations ... are 
increasingly dependent on the achievement of theoretical knowledge ... Post-industrial society ... suggests the 
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emergence of the intellectual class, whose representatives at the policy level act as consultants, experts or 
technocrats" (Bell, 1967). 
      Feature of the information society, according to Alvin Toffler, Y. Masuda is the replacement of society 
producing goods for the society that produces services, production and assimilation of knowledge. 
The researchers of postindustrial society agree that this type of public relations is different from the traditional 
and industrial societies. It is dominated by the role of education, the creation of knowledge, the ability to acquire 
this knowledge, whereby the society formed a class of intellectuals. It is this class that will provide the 
technological development of society. Equally important is the level of education, and the ability to meet the 
realities of the time. Thus, in post-industrial society, the key to high yields is not just the quality of training, but 
the level of education, which is significantly higher than typical at one time or another for the majority of citizens 
that make up the total work force. That is intellectual abilities of a person and his education that to a large extent 
determines the level of income and social status.  
Early 90s Kazakhstan is characterized with economic recession, weakening economic and diplomatic relations 
with the republics of the former USSR, the establishment of political relations with other countries, the formation 
of the foreign and domestic policy. The internal socio-economic situation is also in a deep crisis: the closure of 
businesses, industries, the lack of payment of wages, benefits, pensions, high unemployment, increased crime, 
etc. The socio-cultural, political transformation of Kazakh society has resulted in a fundamental change both in 
the social system and public awareness. At the same time, the state creates the formal conditions for 
entrepreneurship, passing a number of laws that promote the activity of the population and opportunity to meet 
the needs. The transition from a planned economy to a market economy requires individuals to change its 
business activities and re-evaluate their capabilities and abilities. This whole situation is contributing to changes 
in the social structure. It was at this time when formation of new social groups, strata and classes was founded. 
The system of Education and Science has also undergone reform, in connection with which the fundamental 
shift is taking place in the field. So at the secondary level, vocational, higher education, offering educational 
services, both public and private schools, a growing number of students on a commercial basis. If you follow the 
dynamics of change in the number of universities and students, we can see that within a short period of time 
(1990-1996) the number of universities increased by 2, but at the same time the number of students in them 
reduced. Education is becoming a commodity, there is commercialization of education system, but the demand 
for it is low in relation with a low standard of living. At the same time public schools do not provide paid 
services, thus increasing the number of private universities. The gradual development of economic relations, 
political stability of society, the private sector of the economy, the social infrastructure in Kazakhstan affect the 
expansion of the labor market in connection with which there was the increasing demand for professionals in 
different sectors of the economy. Since the 2005/2006 academic year there were 775,762 students. 
 
Table 1. Trends in the universities in Kazakhstan in 1990-2012 years. 
 
 1990/91 1995/96 2001/02 2005/06 2006/07 2010/11 2011/12 




5 112 185 181 176 149 146 
The number of 
students people 287 367 272 715 514 738 775 762 768 442 620 442 629507 
The number of 
faculty members 21 955 31 990 34 508 43 382 42 788 39 600 40531 
(www.stat.kz) 
The beginning of the 2000s was marked with an educational boom in Kazakhstan, at the same period 
increased the number of entrants to the universities, whose actions are motivated by a diploma of education, 
which is subsequently treated as a means of generating high income and social status. On the other hand the 
choice in favor of a particular specialty was carried out from the position of educational grants, issued by the 
State. In 2004, Kazakhstan introduced the unified national testing, allowing graduates to take final exams at 
school and enroll with a certificate at any higher education institution. Statistics shows enrollments in the 2010-
11 academic year reduced in connection with it, the demand for educational services provided to secondary and 
vocational education institutions in the 2008-2009 academic year. 
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The Changes of the education system and increase of the number of people with higher education have led to 
focus groups and depth interviews. Its purpose was to determine the attitudes of students to higher education and 
the identification of the role of education in Kazakh society. It was attended by undergraduate students of 2-4 
years and   postgraduate students of 1 year. The informants in-depth interviews were college graduates enrolled at 
full-time and correspondence courses at the university. It is selection of methods of research is substantiated the 
aim of the study.  
 
Table 2. Dynamics of changes in the number of students and college students in Kazakhstan 1990-2012 
 
 1990/91 1995/96 2001/02 2003/04 2004/05 2007/08 2008/09 2010/11 2011/12 
Number of 
colleges, 








time) 19 175 18 641 19 314 21 642 24 962 31 560 33 200 32 218 28 360 
(www.stat.kz) 
 
2. The findings of the study 
 
According to students, the modern world demands more and more from the young generation, one of which is 
education, and Kazakhstan is no exception as you cannot get a job without a diploma of higher education. 
Students suggested that the most likely employer and above all the person wants to have a diploma, but his 
substantial side does not matter. All agreed with the fact that work on a specialty is very rare because you cannot 
arrange wages, there is a lack of social benefits, high unemployment in the industry, the lack of interest in the 
chosen specialty. The participants in the study agreed with the fact that the choice of specialty should be 
implemented based on personal interests, abilities, needs, but they may not be a fundamental factor in the choice 
of profession. Namely, the number of educational grants may influence the choice of a profession. 
Question: "Do you think that education is a factor in social mobility in Kazakhstan?" Aroused interest among 
the research has revealed different opinions. So one part of the group agreed that without education, it is difficult 
to achieve social benefits, positions, power, and prestige. Another part of the group had a view that the holders of 
diploma do not always achieve social success, sometimes the qualities of perseverance, strength, human qualities 
can have a strong influence on the social status of the person. But both groups agreed that modern society forces 
to get an education, because education is one of the channels of social mobility. The program of study abroad 
 
The participants of focus group identified the following reasons, pushing to education: getting a degree, work 
with the same interests, independence from parents (husband), achieving social success, expanding the circle of 
acquaintances, universities can become the location of their spouse , the need for studies . 
None of the participants could say affirmatively that in terms of modern Kazakh education can be a guarantee 
of the stability of the social status of a person. Thus, according to the participants of focus group, in addition to 
educational background is necessary social networks, dating, which play an important role in employment. 
In addition, linked to the increase in the number of people receiving the second diploma, the participants in the 
study suggested that the high level of unemployment, the unwillingness to work for low wages and a number of 
other reasons force people to obtain the second, third, and sometimes the fourth higher education. In recent years, 
the cause of the repeated higher education is unreasonable desire to "get a degree, just in case" or collecting 
diplomas. 
Each participant expressed a desire to continue their education or Kazakhstan, or plan to travel abroad for 
further studies. The question: "To what purpose?" Student responses were accompanied by such statements, that 
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today one education can help a person stay on the social position and education received abroad is highly 
regarded in the country and will be competitive in the labor market. 
A series of in-depth interviews aimed at identifying the motivation to pursue higher education by supply to 
secondary schools (colleges). Since the survey found that the main reasons for college admissions are: first, the 
ability to avoid taking the Unified National Test (apply to university without taking the exams admission paid 
form of education), and secondly, a specialty, third, about for almost the same period of time to get one college 
degree and a university degree. 
For the question: "'Does education influence on a person's social position in society," the replies of the 
informants can be grouped as follows: today, the role of education in Kazakhstan is quite high, as it is the 
condition of the employer to the employee, the need for a person to find a specialty, the need for the development 
and expansion of horizons, the desire to be independent of anyone or anything, and of course access to social 
benefits. Despite the financial situation of the parents are trying to give a young person the opportunity to get an 
education, and thus achieve a certain social position. As noted above, in Kazakhstan the educational services are 
provided by both public and commercial institutions (offer vocational and higher). If a young person finished a 
private college, he chooses to continue to receive education in state (national) University (full-time or part-time 
education). Thus, it can be noted that in a society there is no confidence in the private schools of all levels and to 
ensure any stability or guarantee nowadays Kazakhstani must have a diploma of University. 
 In 2012, the Ministry of Education signed a decree which states that college graduates regardless of the form 
and the basics of learning along with high school graduates must pass a comprehensive test. In this connection, 
college graduates and dissatisfaction grew. Recent admission showed that college graduates can not get a passing 
grade for admission to universities. 
Thus, we can conclude the following: First, young people want to be educated and do not stop there, and express 
the view that education on the one hand, is a necessity and a condition for social benefits and social elevator  able 
to go to the social hierarchy. On the other hand, education can not guarantee a high income, recognition and 
respect. The reason for this probably is the devaluation of education, "devaluation of diplomas." 
At the same time you can see the problems in the education system, which would impact on the assessment of 
educational services provided by schools. Since quite a number of universities in the pursuit of financial gain are 
not paying attention to the learning process, it affects the quality of education and further employment of 
graduates. There are no material and technical conditions, the availability of instructional literature, the faculty 
did not meet the requirements of higher education institutions. In connection with what the result of appraisals 
conducted by a number of schools have been closed in Kazakhstan. In addition to certification, the state should 
develop mechanisms, governing institutions, the aim of which would not only increase the number of students 
enrolled on a commercial basis, but also  provide quality educational services and their further employment. 
The president Nursultan Nazarbayev has repeatedly stressed in his speeches that every citizen of Kazakhstan 




Today in Kazakhstan in great demand is specific legal, economic, linguistic, technical direction, and special 
social and humanitarian areas occupy the lowest position in the ranking of higher education specialties. The 
confirmation could be the number of students enrolled as the first and the second group of specialties. The result 
is that in society there is both voluntary and involuntary social mobility based on continuous professional 
development. 
F. Fukuyama, who believes that "existing in the contemporary United States, class differences due to primarily 
differences in education" (Fukuyama, 1992).  
Consequently, education developed in the process of obtaining its manners and way of life, as well as 
professional status and the associated financial reward give the individual reason to claim a higher social position 
and prestige of belonging to this position. If we compare the economic activities and the level of wages in 
Kazakhstan, we can notice the difference, but at the same time, we assume that it is not the level of education and 
professional activity that determines the level of income of the modern citizen of Kazakhstan. 
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The differentiation of the norms of social life, the generalization of values may lead to changes in attitudes 
towards education and the formation of the intellectual class as the elite of modern society, and may be a key to 
the progressive development of the system. This can result in benefits in the economic development of society 
and have a negative impact associated with the formation of stable lower class. 
The characteristic of tendencies of post-industrial societies is great competition in the labor market in the field 
of industrial mass production and primitive services, low wages, job cuts subtly in Kazakhstan, the reason for this 
may be the dominance of the mining and manufacturing industries, i.e. raw material orientation of the economy. 
However, the level of preparedness of the employee, the breadth of his outlook, the presence of his special skills 
and abilities - all of it is actually definitely will determine his future social position. We agree with the view that 
the ability to work with databases, the amount and quality of information mastered the ability to generate new 
knowledge is now becoming an important source of social recognition and a necessary condition for human 
involvement in the dominant social groups, which have been in the industrial society ownership means of 
production and material things. At the same time, in turn, the modern educated person seeks to enter into a new 
ruling class not so much for the well-being, but with the purpose of initiation to a more interesting and eventful 
life. As Drucker rightly pointed, "a growing number of people of working class study long enough to become 
knowledge workers. Those who do not, are considered by their more fortunate colleagues "losers", "flawed", 





Thus, in Kazakhstan and in the former Soviet space in general, there is a transformation in education. The 
education is recognized as necessary social capital in a society with a market economy in which social position is 
determined by the level of education of modern person. The reform of education remains a controversial issue, 
but the fact that the leading role is given to education is an indisputable fact. The confirmation is a public 
education program aimed at obtaining a degree, training and re-training, both within Kazakhstan and foreign 
educational institutions. The policies in the field of education contribute to the formation of a new identity of 
Kazakhstan, needs to master the skills needed in the workplace and appropriate knowledge and skills of 
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